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PRICK ONE PENNY. 





However fafhionable it has been in modern days to 
depreciate, and decry the memorable revolution of 1688, it 
muft be confeffed, that our obligations to that aufpicious period 
are many, and fuch as we fhall never be able to be fufficiently 
grateful for. If that illuftrious era was productive to us of no 
other advantage, every one muft acknowledge that it produced 
this, namely, that it banifhed from the kingdom of Great 
Britain thofe extravagant, and impious notions almoft then 
univerfally entertained of the divinity of royalty, and that 
from the abdication of James the Second, the knowledge of 
government, and fcience, have encreafed, and the rights of 
the human race have been inveftigated, and afcertained agree- 
ably to the pure, and fenfible principles of true liberty. 
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It is furely impoffible to contemplate this one circumftance 
without feeling in our hearts the moft lively veneration; for 
thofe illuftrious patriots, who delivered us, and their country 
from all the calamities, and horrors, which ever follow in the 
train of defpotifm. No nation perhaps ever endured greater 
afflictions than have oppreffed this ifland. No nation has been 
ever involved in fuch fcenes of havoc, bloodfhed, murder, and 
devaftation, as this nation has been involved in by its Gover- 
nors. But all thefe melancholy difafters are to be attributed 
to that one curfed fource, “ the fuppofed divinity of human 
majefty,” and * the natural, and indefeafible right of princes 
to reign over their fubjeéts,” from whence every evil that has 
embittered human exiftence has derived its poifoned ftream. 
Indeed we muft all regret, that though tyranny has been fub- 
dued, the fatal confequences of thefe diabolical dodtrines are 
ftill moft feverely felt by the people. The effects of every 
virulent difiemper for a long while continue in the conftitu- 
tion of the patient. ¢ is fo with the conftitution of this coun- 
try: for never have we been able to root out entirely that lurk- 
ing poifon which this detefted fpecies of contagious idolatry left 
behind it, and which is fo greedily preying on the vitals of 
every thing that is good, virtuous, and honourable in Go- 
vernment. Influence has fuceceded to prerogative, corrup- 
tion to tyranny, and wars which were formerly carried on, for 
the avowed ambition, or amufement of the prince, are now 
carried on on the more fpecious pretexts—the defence of our 
religion, the defence of our laws, the defence of every thing 
in which the very exiftence of fociety is concerned. 

Thefe objeétions have been frequently, and very forcibly 
urged againft the Revolution, and have taken away fome of 
that ie Fly and commendation, which would otherwife 
have been beftowed on it. But allowing thefe obje¢tions: their 
full force, and their wideft extent, it does not appear to me 
that they of themfelves alone are fufficient to tarnifh and ob- 
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benefits to fociety have. fo manifeftly refulted. All improve- 
ments are flow and progreffive. The foundation of know- 
ledge muft be firft laid, before you can raife the fuperftructure 
on: it;.and perhaps more reputation, and: greater gratitude are 
due to thofe who have undergone the laborious tafk of laying 
the foundation, than to thofe, who have raifdd: the’ building, 
and have given to it proportion, fymmetry, arid beauty. If 
the truth of this circumftance be allowed, great and unbounded 
efteem and reverence will be owing to thofe who laid the firft . 
ftone of Britifh emancipation. They will appear to have de- 
ferved well of their country, and the thanks of their country 
await them ! 

It would take up more room than in this fmall fpace is al- 
lowed me to enumerate all the circumftances which induce me 
to call this Revolution glorious, great, and fortunate. Ata 
future period, I promife to undertake this tafk, and I confefs 
it to be a tafk which I fhall undertake with pleafure, becaufe 
the Philanthropift will ever be happy, indeed he confiders it 
his duty, to refcue from unmerited obloquy whatever is the 
objet of praife, and whatever challenges refpect, and com- 
mendation. 

Much has been lately faid refpecting the rights of men; 
and much it muft be confeffed, has been faid againft them, 
The friends of freedom, and the friends of flavery, have been 
both zealoufly at work, and each party has employed itfelf to 
the utmoft ftretch of its abilities in vindicating, and in oppofing, 
thefe high privileges of man. Where contefts have been 
carried on with fuch warmth, and where. they have been in- 
flamed by perfecutic, and by profecution, it is vain to look 
for*temper or for moderation. We muft therefore naturally 
expect to find arguments, and affertions on each fide of the 
queftion carried too far, and inferences drawn from premifes 
at the fame time unfair, difhoneft, and unconclufive. But if 
blame attaches on either party, I fhould rather be difpofed to 
lay it to the charge of thofe, who have provoked this intem- 
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perance of debate; to the charge of thofe, who have been the 
enemies of man’s rights, and who in their pufillanimous com- 
bats have had recourfe to every expedient, at the fame time 
irritating and difhonourable. ‘To be too profufe in our pa- 
negyrics on a virtue is certainly venial, if it be not highly 
praife worthy ; but to wafte talent in defending falfhood, and 
in adorning her, is difgraceful, corrupt, wicked, and can 
neither be juftified, nor extenuated. If therefore the rights of 
man have been extended beyond their true limits, and the 
rights of the crown have been circumfcribed by too contracted 
boundaries, let the friends of royalty know, that they are the 
caufes of it! As an eloquent writer has obferved ‘ If princely 
power had been never raifed to a level with the attributes of 
the divinity, by Filmer, it had been probably never funk fo 
low as popular acquiefcent by Locke.” 

It is impoffible here to, pafs over an art, which the friends 
of corruption, and proftitute writers, have always had recourfe 
to, that the rights, and equality of man, were neceffarily 
connected with every crime that is foul, and pernicious to 
focial government. That they were fynonimous with con- 
fifcation, plunder, rapine, and.devaftation, and that they, 
who ufed them, ufed them only as fafcinating cloaks for the 
odious and flagitious defigns they meditated, of overturning 
all government, confounding all property, and making their 
own fortunes in the general wreck. TT hefe wicked intentions 
have repeatedly been brought forward, and enforced by many 
eloquent, and able writers and fpeakers, not without fuccefs : 
for the general panic, which has lately feized almoft every fa- 
mily in the kingdom, the credulity, which has fwallowed 
every plot, confpiracy, rebellion, and treafon, that minifters 
have fabricated ; and laftly, the approbation of this prefent 
mad, ruinous, and difgraceful war, can be afcribed to no 
other caufe, but tothe dreadful influence of fuch calumaies 
againft the peaceable, and virtuous fubjects, of this king- 
dom. ; 
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A circumftance, which in a great meafure has given ftrength 
and fupport to thefe idle and wicked fabrications, is the fup- 
pofed bankrupt, and defperate condition of thofe, who have 
embarked in the caufe of the reformation of the abufes of 
Government, This is a topic, on which the eloquence of 
minifterial hirelings might give unlimited range to its powers. 
This isa theme too, on which the futile, and danger-brood- 
ing imagination of Mr. Burke may draw many beautiful, 
many pathetic, and many frightful defcriptions. But it is too 
extravagant and wild for fober fenfe, and impartial under- 
ftanding, to be feduced and led away from the path of its 
duty, by fuch crooked and fhallow artifices. If poor 
men have engaged themfelves in this laudable, and praife- 
worthy undertaking, have the rich, in the mean time, fat 
by idle and filent fpectators? Have they given the com- 
mon (I with every one had thought fo), the common caufe no 
ftrength, no fupport, and no confidence? Is it likely that 
noblemen of the largeft fortunes, of the higheft rank and dig- 
nity in this country, would have joined in a confpiracy againft 
themfelves, and againft every thing that was valuable to them? 
It is true, the names of Grenville, of Mansfield, of Lough- 
borough, of Hay, of Pitt, of Dundas, of Windham, and the 
venerable Bench of Bifhops, have not been among the fplen- 
did lift of thofe who with to fee the adminiftration of public 
affairs juft, pure, and uncontaminated ; and bribery and cor- 
ruption torn up by the roots ; but England will long remem- 
ber, and fhe will remember with gratitude, and with pride, 
the names, and the virtues, and the patriotic exertions of a 
BEDFORD, a STANHOPE, a LAUDERDALE, a LANSDOWNE, 
a GuiILForp, a Fox, a SHERIDAN, a Grey, a Wuirt- 
BREAD, and an Erskine. She will remember, too, the 
names of other good and difinterefted Patriots, who ‘will be 
dear to pofterity, and an orhament to the pages of her future 
hiftorians. 

In defiance, however, of all the arts, and fordid ma- 
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neeuvres of vile, and unprincipled men, the rights of the hu- 
man {pecies have not been able to be brought into contempt, 
or to be driven away, as the fleeting vifions of dreaming phi- 
lofophers. They are fimple, and are eafily defined. Man 
gives up a portion of his liberty to government. for the pro- 
teGtion, and the prefervation of the remainder. This furrens 
der, however, ought to be underftood as including only thofe 
powers of action, which if unreftrained, would be deftructive 
to the very exiftence of the focial union. Whatever befides 
this is furrendered to Government, ought to be confidered as. 
extorted from him, and a tyrannical aét on the part of that 
Government. A facrifice then of this kind to a Government 
that has a regard for the interefts and happinefs of the people, 
ought to appear to usa bleffing, rather than a curfe. Let me 
illuftrate my meaning by an example.—On entering into foc 
ciety, 1 recognize the right of property in the poffeffor. This . 
I do as much for my own fake, as I do for his; for if 1 am _ 
permitted to plunder and rob him, it is clear that he, ora 

ftronger man, will plunder, and rob me again when he has an 

oppertunity to do it. What then do I lofe by making myfelf 

refponfible to my governors, if 1 take away from another that 

property, over which I can poffibly have no right, and which 

therefore | ought not to take away from him? Itis evident, 

I lofe nothing—on the contrary, I obtain the privilege of 

enjoying my own poffeffions with fecurity, and am under no 

apprehenfions, from indigent, or from wicked men, who, if 

there were no reftrictions on their actions, would have no 

terrors to prevent them from committing their depredations cn 

my property, whenever their wants infligated them. . 

This principle of reffoning will apply to every other fur-. 
render we make of what is called our liberty, but what fhould 
be called, of our licentioufnefs. Whatever furrender can not 
be reconciled to this fimple principle is unjuftly taken away 
from us. Government, nor any thing human, has any right 
over it. Hence it is that nations are either in a ftate of free- 
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dom, or of flavery, in proportion to thofe powers of action 
that are either permitted to remain with them, or that are 
wrefted from them. For in what refpects does our Govern. 
ment differ from the moft defpotic dominioas ? In this one 
point only, that we furrender very few of the powers of do- 
ing what we pleafe, with more juftice I might have faid, we 
furrender only thofe liberties which would be injurious to us, 
if we enjoyed them, other nations furrender not only all thofe 
liberties, which have this deftructive tenfléncy by being put 
into execution, but alfo thofe very liberties, on which depend 
every comfort, all human happinefs, and every fatisfaction, 
that can make life to us an objeét of regard, or of concern- 
ment. 

That the people of Great Britain are theoretically free, all 
muft allow. May the practice ever continue fo! May Go- 
vernment ever remember that, they rule for the many, and not 
for themfelvés! Long live the Majesty oF THE Peopte, 
that excellent, and free expreffion. Long live, (and, if it be 
extinguifhed, may it {peedily be re-kindled!) in the bofoms of 
our Rulers, a fenfe of the Rights of Men, and of Men’s High 
Prerogatives on Earth! Let Kings affure themfelves that 
they are not God’s vice-gerents, but only the laborious, and 
more exalted fervants of the public ; and may every Minifter, 
to whom the high truft of national affairs is committed, be vi- 
gilant of the liberties of his fellow-fubjects, remind his Royal 
Mafter, that while he plumes himfelf on the fecurity of his 
title to the Englifh Throne—as ir WAS WON YO HIM BY 
ONE REVOLUTION, HE MAY LOSE IT BY ANOTHER. 
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%o CORRESPONDENTS. 


The fenfible Remarks of “ Common Sénfe,’ on the Idolatrous 
Worthip of Kings by their Subje¢ts, in our next Number. 


Obfervations on the Words “ Sqwinifo Multitude,” in our next 
alfo. 


R. muft be convinced, that his Communication is inconfiftent with 
the Defigns of the Philanthropift. 


Kr Thofe who wifh to promote the PHILANTHROPIST, by 
their affifance, will pleafe to addrefs their favours (poft paid) 
te the Editors, at Mr. Eaton’s, No. 74, Newgate-Street. 
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